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Theresa Bwalya, 67, Lusaka (Chilenje)
Dear Educators and Fellow Campaign Members,

My name is Theresa Bwalya. I am 67 years old and I want to write this
letter to tell you what has changed in my life since I started studyirg.
For many years, I lived with a silent sadness: my grandchildren spoke
English, and I couldn't talk to them. When they came to visit me, I just
smiled, but I didn't understand everything they said. Sometimes I felt
ashamed. When I turned on the television, the words ran fast, and I had
to ask someone to translate what they were saying.

It was also difficult to use the phone. I would look at that device and it
seemed like a closed world to me. I always needed someone to open
messages or make calls for me.

Today is different.

Now I can read and write. I can understand what they say on TV, respond
to messages on my phone, and talk to my grandchildren without fear.
Every new word I learn is like opening a window.

Even though I am elderly, I feel that literacy has given me back my
youthful mind. I can no longer work hard, but I can manage my small
shop, calculate profits and expenses, and take better care of my life.

I feel happy because knowledge is like the light of dawn: it comes slowly,
but when it spreads, it illuminates everything.

With love and gratitude,
Theresa Bwalya
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